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J- S. Bach, Capriccio, “On the Departure of a Friend”

David Whitwell

THIS WONDERFUL, romantic composition by the
nineteen-year-old Bach was written upon the de-
parture of his elder brother, Johann Jacob Bach,
to join the army of King Carl XII of Sweden
as an oboist. It is a rare programmatic work for
which Bach supplied the individual titles.

The Post Horn of the final movement was a
genuine trumpet played by mailmen from their

Davip WHITWELL, 2016

horse-drawn coach which announced to the next
village for the people to gather in the town
square to speed mail delivery. One hears a beau-
tiful recollection of this tradition in the third
movement of Mahler’s Third Symphony, but
also in the Mendelssohn Overture for band and
in the Ninth Symphony of Beethoven.
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CAPRICCIO, BWV 992
On the Departure of a Friend

J. S. Bach
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I. An Affectionate Plea to the Friend not to Embark
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II. Reflection on the Misfortunes of Travel

Adagio (é = 56)
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10

III. Mutual Lamentations

Adagio
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V. Aria and Fugue on the Post Horn Call

Adagio poco (¢ = T74)

Le

Le

- -
- -
e e
Bi. Bi.
N Mol A T o« T | SIS
| \ L
. . 1 . .
( L % ﬁxd e .xx”_ . ( .xxu .
o o i, A [ N§ o
. T ol Q .~
bt L H
| e . “h
. 5 .
w Qs . i SR L A Tl
5. 5.
m‘. m‘. A N xxdm“ b, W A b, W e
f,uwm g.,,uwm [y o s
o o & ¢ ~ ~ A~ - ~
v
.«
~ ~ gL - ~ G it ~
i i 7 L7 g,
. 5 s | ™
.
.
-
.
L LR 2| o/ < T i
’ ﬁx.z ’x. o A n .AT EJ
DM nan gD G
| 4 | |
L e || v | [ ey «ﬁ.u S N
” q H ~ ” . ”
~ ~ ~ ~d ~ ~ ~ ~
~ £y
R sV R iaV ool e a\ e ™
. .
. . o .
4 J L&
(b ] ~ AL B Fuﬂﬁ L;xﬁ
L <« S\ T “ T
W L : A
. .
& & L LY L 1
«F «L. i A
e e el isedl s . i) S TN J
. .
fLm_ feum_
L T gL Y It i A~
7 a7y |4 l 0
o o Sl n s <D -
.
o«
~ ~ - . ~ ~ A N ~ ~ v ~ o
A drsdlrs | | Iy ! U] - i L 0, :
Jenn e s o A A e e LY N 3 &
L& L& & &
JNE IS
o o
+ ¥
ANell Aol L T ol e (N T
n n
.. .. ™ il y;
Gum Gum ﬁxd T .xx”_ . a
Lk Lk il A o Emﬁ
11— o il uin
o~
/] in 2\ *mj
n
s (il FIE 1 AN PR T ES ;
g g g 8 g g & g ¥ & g < 8 ¢ ¥ © & @ < 8 @ ¥ P P P
—la —a e s Tl s *x Lsa EY la L iz THa o TEle Tl la, —fa
< < hvﬁv Au.ﬁv < <\ Auﬁv Avﬁv ey . Au&d hvﬁd nwﬁv Auﬁu <\ vﬁv u&ﬂ Au&u Au% m o ey . 9 [en ﬁu Au&d
- B
. e : b N S~ Y e 3 3 - ;5 s
FEE T ; EE B EETOT N5 5 ERE e & &5 0z
2 g 8 8 ] ] ] S i g o = = = = £ E] ] g g g : & £ & 2 P 3
5] 3] 3] m =1 & A A m m P B [ B & & & Tm & K : =] k o & 2 4]
E e £ E

maximesmusic.com

6

CAPRICCIO, BWV 992 - Score

MMO0127



16

o« o
! |
. .
“A . .
\ M
A A
i u i [
lllﬁ f ln-la lnﬂa
L g il il
ﬂ # A \ e A
~ ~ m - -
" G G
ol 0. o
(¥
L SaE ~ ~ ~ AL
Y
L] L] m@
wl o= «
ﬁ _“... LYAN
X7 M ﬂ
L SEEI L
-
f.i EnIES (I W\ L i
. . e [ME sy m A
I I 0
Sl n . Bl n s ~ ~ -~ - ~
f.um_ f.um_ _m
A ~ ol ol v N : v
M M W7 T .,
Ja N I e | I il
u. ™
A .
™ ™
u. u.
b, T . e . . .u AR
| A
. ™ T N ~ ™ ﬁ .
| .
rw m..d/ ﬁi_b .J/ A F”_ M.J e FV
T e || e || “ K .Jmcf
A M ! J H ] u
\ N N i\ A \ Il Il
Jalll a3 Tk
.
A | ™
I b
rlg ™ N. ﬁ!‘ ™
Apuv L 1t TTTe
~ 1 A~
] \ i
4 rul ik N TS TN il il =
u i
gL I A
rN L ﬁ N
— L
/! i/l il 5
I | | | B3N
8 hn.‘v. o A i .
- =9 - - L] L4 {4 L] =i R e = e -4
B & DEP xEP AR X Sl kR S SR oEh e &= & & & & B = =
= = - > = = = < = = = = > . : : m :
] . ] P ] ] ] ] ] = ~ = . ' 3 £ 4 g 4 & £
i F i ¢4 4 & &4 § E F i £ & & z & & F 2 &
ERE CR
2 E &

11 12 13

10

CAPRICCIO, BWV 992 - Score

maximesmusic.com

MMO0127



17

Allegro (é = 85)

Maestoso
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