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Notes

The date on the autograph score for this composition is given as “April 16, 1869, Cromona.”
In our view the Greek melody (Canto Greco) must have been a popular song in Italy
earlier in the nineteenth century. There was an earlier set of variations for band and
solo clarinet by a former student of Ponchielli, Ernesto Cavallini (1807-1874), principal
clarinetist of the La Scala opera. The Cavallini set of variations for clarinet and band
is entirely undistinguished, and it is likely that Ponchielli heard his student perform
this work and was moved to create a more musical setting, with variations for all sec-
tions of the band and not just for clarinet.

As in the case of Ponchielli’s great Variations on the Carnival of Venice, the great
composer, Ponchielli, creates not a work for full band, but a series of variations with
many separate smaller groups of players, resulting in much more color and musical in-
terest than a work in which everyone plays all the time. Our goal has been not to over-
load the work with doublings, but to represent the original ideas of Ponchielli in so far
as modern instruments can reproduce the original instruments of the score.

The original instrumentation for this composition was,

Clarinet in Ab
Clarinet in Eb

3 Clarinets in B}
Bass clarinet

3 Cornets in B}
2 Flicorno in B}
3 Horns in Ep

5 Trumpets in E}
Flicornobasse in C
Bombardino in C
3-Trombones

2 “Bassi” in C
Snare drum

Bass drum
Cymbals
Triangle
Glockenspiel
Sustrum
Tambourine

David Whitwell
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