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Notes

As a youth, Spontini studied at the
Conservatorio della Pietà de’ Turchini
in Naples. In 1803, he went to Paris,
where he was appointed court com-
poser in 1805. With the encouragement
of Empress Joséphine in 1807, Spontini
wrote La vestale, his best known work.
Its premiere at the Opéra in Paris estab-
lished Spontini as one of the greatest
Italian composers of his age. His con-
temporaries Cherubini and Meyerbeer
considered it a masterpiece, as did
later composers such as Berlioz and
Wagner.

The Festive March was composed
for a concert held August 3, 1820, to
celebrate the birthday of the king in
Berlin. In attendance was E. T. A. Hoff-
mann, the most famous critic of the
early nineteenth century in Germany,1
and as a result we have a very rare ex-
ample of a contemporary review of the
premiere of an early band composition.
The review was published in the Vos-

sische Zeitung, in the issue of August 5,
1820, in Berlin. The first composition
heard on this concert was an arrange-
ment of a popular song which Spontini
had composed after his appointment
as the music director for the king in
Berlin, Borussia. Preussischer Volksge-

sang. The original version of this song
was scored for orchestra,2 but on this
occasion Spontini expanded the forces

to include the military band which
would perform the Festive March and a
choir of 130 voices.

Hoffmann was quite moved by
the result produced by Spontini as a
conductor.

The strength, fire, and
sublime exuberance which
has won universal admira-
tion for Spontini’s works
are also evident in this
song, which in the sim-
plicity and dignity of its
thought bears the stamp
of true inspiration, this fire
glowing within his works
to those chosen to perform
them. In his hand the ba-
ton becomes a veritable
magic wand, with which he
wakens into life dormant
forces which then rise up in
majestic awareness of their
power.

The second composition on the
program was the new work especially
composed for the occasion by Spontini.
This work was composed for a large
band, although on this occasion the
strings and singers joined in.3 Hoff-
mann recalls that the Festive March was
performed “with fiery energy and deep
feeling and that the unexpected entry

1Hoffmann was also a composer, conductor and highly regarded judge.
2Published by Schlesinger in Berlin, Plate Number 1066.
3The published score, by Schleisinger, Plate Number 1062, is for band and as far as I can determine

the string and vocal parts were never published. The published score does note that the work was “re-
spectfully adapted” for the birthday concert. The score also specifies that the composition was intended
for large military band [vollstandig Türkische Militair Musik] but that one may add [Hinzufügung] strings,
although, again, no string parts were ever published. At this date in Germany the term “Türkische
Music,” referred to the modern percussion, especially the large bass drum and cymbals. The term was
used to distinguish this instrumentation from that which grew out of Harmoniemusik and which used
only a timpani as percussion.



of God Save the King gave it splendid
brilliance.”

One could not deny,
therefore, that the effect
calculated by our excellent
Spontini was in fact over-
whelming. Only that which
is conceived and brought
to life with inspiration can
awaken inspiration, and
so it was that this inspira-
tion was expressed in the
liveliest manner by the tu-
multuous applause of an
enraptured public.4

The original instrumentation for the
Festive March was,

Piccolo Clarinetto in Fa
Clarinetto 1 in C
Clarinetto 2 in C
Oboe 1
Oboe 2
Corno di Bassetto 1
Corno di Bassetto 2
Flute 1
Flute 2
Flute 1 in Eb
Flute 2 in Eb
Horn 1 in C
Horn 2 in C
Horn 1 in F
Horn 2 in F
Trombe 1 in C
Trombe 2 in C
Trombe 1 in F
Trombe 2 in F
Trombone 1, 2 and 3
Fagotti 1 and 2
Contro Fagotto
Bashorno 1
Bashorno 2
Tambour di Soldat

Triangel
Tambourin Piatie with Grosse

Caisse

Performance Notes
The fundamental question regarding
the performance of this work is that
of tempo. The published parts call
the first part “Allegro brilliante” fol-
lowed by “Metronome von Maelzel
No. 92 = ! ” This, in 1820, is undoubt-
edly one of the very earliest examples
of published metronome indications,
Beethoven having been the first com-
poser to use them in 1817. The prob-
lem is that ! = 92 is too fast to be musi-
cal, by about the same degree that the
early Beethoven markings are too fast.

What is one to think of this prob-
lem? One possibility is that perhaps
the first metronomes ran too slowly,
thus influencing the composer to
write higher numbers. In the case of
Beethoven, his own metronome has
been found, but the weight is miss-
ing, making it impossible to test its
accuracy in this regard.

Another possibility which oc-
curred to me was that perhaps the
first metronome was not measured
against the clock, but against an arbi-
trary numerical chart of some kind.
Indeed, there were other inventors
working on this problem and in one
case I have studied the numbers are
not measured against the clock. This
is an educational work entitled, Des

Herrn Zmeskals Tact Messer Wiener

Zoll [“inch”] A manuscript by Georg
Druschetzky (1745–1819) gives both
markings for the Maelzel metronome
and for a Wiener Zoll. In cases where

4Quoted in E. T. A. Hoffmann’s Musical Writings, trans. Martyn Clarke (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1989), 422ff.



the metronome is given as perhaps
! = 74, the Wiener Zoll is indicated at
9!5 However, this solution does not
apply in the case of the Spontini as
the original patent for the metronome
clearly specifies the relationship with
the clock.

Yet another possibility which has
occurred to me is that we have here a

misreading of the manuscript by the
engraver, taking “72” to read “92.” A
tempo of 72 for the beat does result in
a logical, musical result and so I prefer
to think this is what happened. In any
case, in this edition I have changed this
number to read “72.”

David Whitwell
Austin, 2015

5MS H-Bn (Ms. mus. 1519). A copy may be found in the Whitwell Archiv, Trossingen, Germany,
under the number DW 115.
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