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Notes

The autograph score for this Sinfonia is dated Rome, January s, 1890, and commemorates the twelfth
anniversary of the death of Vittorio Emanuale (1820—1878), the first king of the united Italy.
Alessandro Vessella (1860—1929) was the author of La Banda, the most important history of the
Italian bands ever written. In addition to the invaluable information in this volume, Vessella presents
at the end a number of pages of examples of early original Italian band music. Vessella received a
degree in piano from the Conservatory of Naples and later became a professor in the Academy of
Saint Cecilia. After winning a competition to be the conductor of the Civic Band of Rome he
became the first important conductor to introduce to Italian audiences the works of the master
composers of Western Europe, from Bach to Wagner. The original Italian score differs with this
modern edition primarily in the use of instruments no longer used, in particular the brass filicorn

family and the small B flute.

David Whitwell
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