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Wilhelm Wieprecht, Notturno

David Whitwell

WiLHeELM WIEPRECHT (1802—1872) was the person
most responsible for the development of mili-
tary bands in the nineteenth century. He was
personally an inventor of instruments, in partic-
ular the modern tuba, and he arranged numerous
early military marches to be included in the great
Army Music Catalog begun in 1817. Extant doc-
uments prove he was a thoughtful musician and
an effective conductor, winning a gold medal in
the most famous band contest ever held, in Paris
in 1867.

His Notturno, Op. 8, is an original composi-
tion of considerable taste, suggesting that if his
time had not been taken over by his duties with
military bands he might have gained a consider-
able reputation as a composer.

Our best guess is that the work was com-
posed in the second decade of the nineteenth
century, while Wieprecht was working as a
court musician and before his involvement in
military music in about 1817. One clue to the
date may be found in the fact that some of
his metronome markings share with those of
Beethoven’s the fact that they are often unrea-
sonably fast. Wieprecht, for example, in this
composition gives the tempo for his Minuet at a
quarter-note = 276! The obvious suggestion here,
as in the case of Beethoven, is that perhaps the
first batch of metronomes produced by Johann
Milzel (1772—1838) ran too slow.

This question of Beethoven’s metronome
markings has been the subject of a seemingly end-
less debate among musicians, and has included
a formal study by the American Mathematical
Society. Beethoven’s actual metronome has been
found, but it had lost its weights and was other-
wise not in a condition that might have answered
the question, did it run too slow? The Notturno,
in which Wieprecht has carefully written out
“Metronome de Milzel [quarter-note] 126,” in
the first movement seems to reflect an instru-
ment which also ran too slowly. Taking into

consideration the facts that Milzel patented his
metronome in 1815 and that Beethoven obtained
his instrument late in life and went back adding
metronome numbers for some of his earlier com-
positions, we also arrive at a date of the second
decade for the dating of the Notturno.

For the performers’ interest we present here
the metronome marking given by Wieprecht,
followed by our personal suggestions.

I. Marcia, Moderato J = 126. We find that
at this tempo the natural lyric character
of the work is lost. We are inclined to no
more than J = 100. This slower tempo
is particularly necessary for the lilting
melodies of the Trio.

II. Adagio. 4 = s8. This number might strike
the reader at first as being very slow for
any piece of music. However, this slow
movement is not written in the quarter-
note and eighth-note style of the slow
movements of the Central European Clas=
sical areas, but rather in the North Ger-
man style, in particular Potsdam, which
had a much more figured and ornamen-
tal style. Thus, a'slow metronome mark-
ing allows the faster notes to still “sound”
slow. It was this style which explains
the tempo recommendations by Quantz
which include for Adagio a 4 of 16!

[II. Menuetto. J- = 92. We believe the natu-
ral tempo of this movement is about 4. =
s8. At the tempo Wieprecht has written
the character of the music is completely

destroyed.

IV. The Finale begins with a Largo at J = 54,
which seems about right to us, as does the
following set of variations marked J = 92.
The fourth variation, at 4 = 138, seems
a bit fast. The final Pollacca seems mu-
sical at the given 4 = 104. Since all the



tempi of the final movement seem much The instrumentation given in this edition of
more reasonable, one wonders if perhaps this very important early band composition is
Wieprecht had replaced his metronome the original used by Wieprecht.

with an improved model at this point.

Davip WHITWELL, 2018
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Op. 8

NOTTURNO POUR HARMONIE

WILHELM WIEPRECHT
Modern edition by DAVID WHITWELL
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